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Abingdon and leaving out Henley, and the same may be said of the
valuation1 districts. On the other hand, the Post Office2 districts
are based upon a more drastically amended county area, including
Abingdon, Wantage, and Wallingford, and leaving out Henley and
Banbury. If at any time alteration of the count}- areas were being
considered, it would be worth while taking these amendments into
account. They all include a portion of Berkshire within the region
administered from Oxford, and include a portion of Oxfordshire in
that administered from Reading.
Nearly all the localked-central services include the county borough
in a wider administrative area, and nearly all ignore the boundaries
of the rural districts. We find the rural districts split up for purposes
of public assistance3 and amalgamated to some extent for purposes of
assessment.4 The petty sessional divisions,5 the county electoral
divisions,6 the Employment Exchange areas7 do not correspond to
these districts in any way—and there seems to be no particular
reason why they should.8
It might have been supposed that when the regional planning
areas were constituted an attempt would have been made to discover
'natural' regions, whose character and problems were similar. But
when town planning was first introduced in 1909, and even at the
passing of the act of 1919, it was not yet realized that, to be effective,
plans need to be prepared for larger areas than those of our boroughs
and rural districts, especially since these do not coincide with the
areas of economic development with which planning has to deal.
One notable attempt was made in the right direction, by the constitu-
tion of the "Oxford Regional and Special Area Planning Scheme* in
1924. The boundaries of this special area roughly follow the hill-
tops surrounding the bowl in which Oxford lies, and comprise
parts of the Oxfordshire rural districts of Bullingdon and Ploughley
and of the Berkshire rural district of Abingdon, thus violating the
sacrosanct boundaries of the counties. Planning in this area is con-
trolled by a purely advisory joint committee. This was a step in the
right direction, but it took too much account of geography alone and
too little account of economic considerations. Moreover, even if
the area created was a good one in 1924, it is not so good now.
The Mid-Oxfordshire and North Berkshire Planning Schemes stick
rigidly to the line of the county boundary and fairly rigidly to the
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8 Except, perhaps, in the case of Employment Exchange and public assistance

